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HARRI SON MAN CONVI CTED OF COCAI NE TRAFFI CKI NG
CHARGES IN WH TE PLAI NS FEDERAL COURT

JAMES B. COVEY, the United States Attorney for the
Sout hern District of New York, announced that JOSE AYALA, of
Harrison, New York, was convicted |late yesterday in Wite Plains
federal court of narcotics trafficking charges after a jury trial
before United States District Judge COLLEEN McMAHON

The evi dence presented by the Governnment at trial
showed t hat AYALA was part of an interstate cocaine-trafficking
conspiracy that brought 26 kilograns of cocaine into Harrison, in
West chester County. The cocaine, which had a potential street
val ue of several mllion dollars, was transported in secret
conpartnments in the floor of a BMWSUW/. Oficers of the Drug
Enf orcement Adm nistration Task Force in Wstchester County and
of the Harrison Police Departnment seized the cocaine in the
basenent of an apartnent that AYALA was renting at 11 Soul ard

Street in Harrison.

AYALA faces a mninmum of 10 years and a maxi numof life
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in prison as a result of yesterday' s guilty verdicts. He is
schedul ed to be sentenced before Judge McMAHON in Wiite Plains
federal court on February 5, 2004 at 9 A M

Two of AYALA' s co-conspirators, HERI BERTO FLORES of
Harrison, New York, and OSCAR ORTIZ of Row and Hei ghts,
California, have pled guilty to participating in the cocaine
conspiracy and face substantial prison terns when they are
sent enced.

M. COMEY praised the efforts of the Westchester DEA
Task Force and the Harrison Police Departnent for their
cooperation in the investigation.

Assi stant United States Attorney JACOB W BUCHDAHL is
in charge of the prosecution
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